This is a quick snapshot of key findings from the Safer Whanganui
Community Needs Assessment, a research and consultation project
conducted between August 2016 and May 2017. The purpose of the needs
assessment was to:
•

analyse and present the latest available Whanganui District injury and
safety statistics

•

consult with knowledgeable people in the Whanganui District to obtain
advice on the district’s significant harms, injuries and safety-related
needs.

The needs assessment is intended as a resource for the entire community,
to promote discussion and guide future development of injury prevention
and community safety activities across the district.
More detailed reports and findings from the needs assessment are available
from Safer Whanganui:
Phone: 06 349-3104
Mobile: 027 446-4207
Email: lauren.tamehana@whanganui.govt.nz
ABOUT SAFER WHANGANUI
Safer Whanganui is a coalition of agencies and groups working together to
promote community safety and reduce harm in the Whanganui District. In
2016, Safer Whanganui was formally re-accredited as a Safe Community
within the Pan Pacific Safe Communities Network.

POPULATION 42,150

Whanganui District’s Annual Injury Toll

25 DEATHS
1,580 HOSPITALISATIONS
3,720 EMERGENCY
DEPARTMENT VISITS

21,900 ACC INSURANCE
CLAIMS including 4,100 active claims
for moderate or serious injury
Sources of data: Statistics NZ, Ministry of Health, Whanganui District Health Board, ACC. Population is 2013 NZ Census usually-resident population. Deaths are the 10-year
annual average 2004–2013. Hospitalisations are annual average inpatient and day patient admissions for the 5 years 2011–2015. Emergency department visits are injury
presentations at Whanganui Hospital’s emergency department. ACC statistics are for active claims in 2015 (new claims plus ongoing claims). Claims for moderate or serious injury
are entitlement claims.

People of the Whanganui District
Population: 42,150 (2013 census)
•
•
•
•

8,517 children (aged 0–14)
5,067 young people (aged 15–24)
20,454 adults (aged 25–64)
8,112 older people (aged 65+).

Whanganui District has more people aged 65+ than the
national average (19% versus NZ’s 14%). This ‘ageing’ of
the district’s population is set to continue. The district’s
population is also projected to decline slowly in the
future, dropping to 40,200 by 2043.
Urban/Rural: 90% of residents live in Whanganui City,
the district’s largest urban centre.

Ethnicity and cultures
• 9,141 residents

self-identify as
Māori. This is
22% of the
population, a
higher
proportion than
in New Zealand
generally (14%).
• Whanganui Māori are
considerably younger than the
rest of the district’s
population, with a median age
of 25.
• 32,436 of the district’s
residents self–identify as
European/ Pākehā. This is 77%
of the population, higher than
in New Zealand generally
(70%).

Whanganui District
area units by NZ
Deprivation Index
deciles (2013 census)
The map shows the area units of
the Whanganui District and which
NZDep2013 deciles the area units
are in.
Of the 29 area units, the majority
(18) are in the most deprived
deciles (deciles 8–10), accounting
for 64% of the district’s population.
Note: There are no NZDep2013
decile 2 area units in Whanganui
District.

Household composition

Employment and industry

There were 17,310 households in the Whanganui
District in 2013, including:

At the 2013 census, 39% of Whanganui
District people aged 15+ were employed fulltime (compared to NZ’s 46%). A further 14%
were employed part-time (the same as NZ).

•

5,460 one-person households

•

4,359 couple-only households

•

3,510 couple-with-children households

•

2,397 one-parent-family-with-children
households

•

225 couple-only-with-other-person households.

Compared to NZ, the district had:
• a higher rate of people living in one-person
households (14%, NZ 9%)
•

a lower rate of people living in couple-withchildren-households (35%; NZ 43%)

•

a higher rate of people living in one-parentfamily-with-children households (17%, NZ 12%).

Women in the district were most likely to
work in health care and social assistance
(24%), education and training (13%), retail
(12%), manufacturing (7%) and
accommodation and food services (7%).
Men were most likely to work in five
industries: manufacturing (21%),
construction (12%), agriculture/ forestry/
fishing (9%), retail (9%) and public
administration and safety (7%).

Socio-economic conditions
Compared to NZ generally (30%), more
Whanganui people (64%) lived in socioeconomically deprived neighbourhoods
(NZ Dep 2013 areas 8–10, see map below).

